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• Pre-Mining Operations – Current easement configuration as shown on status plats and
other relevant land records (Sheet 1 of 3).

• Mining Operations – Proposed easement configuration during mine construction,
operation, and reclamation and closure (Sheet 2 of 3).

• After Mining Operations – Proposed easement configuration after mine closure (Sheet 3
of 3).

7.0 ALTERNATIVE ACCESS CHARACTERISTICS 

The proposed alternative access was identified following and evaluation of alternatives and 
assessment of viability conducted by Steve Rowland, P. E. A summary of the criteria and 
process followed to identify the alternative access, and a description of routes is provided in 
Appendix B. 

8.0 SUMMARY 

This Public Easement Plan provides Donlin Gold’s and the land owners preferred approach to 
providing continued public access to the public lands around the COA boundary. The proposed 
approach (Table 8-1), provides the best possible practical public access, while still meeting the 
project’s need to control public access to the site to maintain public health and safety. 
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Table 8-1:  Summary of Petitions 

Mine Operations (Mine Construction, Operation, Reclamation and Closure) Plan After Mine Operations Plan 

Type File # Name Type Description4 Alternative Access 

FAS  231 Crooked 
Creek to 
Iditarod 

Restriction Temporary closure within: T22N 
R49W S. 3, 10, 15, 16, 21, 22; and 
T23N R49W S. 10, 11, 14, 23, 26, 
27, 34. 

Alternative access within: T22N 
R49W S. 18, 19, 20, 28, 29; T22N 
R50W S. 1, 2, 12, 13; T23N R50W 
S. 13, 23, 24, 26, 35; T23N R49W
S. 5, 7, 8, 18; and T24N R49W S.
27, 28, 29, 33, 32.

Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable. The 
temporary access corridor would be 
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to 
naturally revegetate. 

RST 545 Return 
Creek-
Crooked 
Creek 

Restriction Temporary closure within: T22N 
R49W S. 17, 21. 

Alternative access via the proposed 
alternative access for FAS 231. 

Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable. The 
temporary access corridor would be 
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to 
naturally revegetate. 

RST 546 Return 
Creek 
Landing-
Crooked 
Creek Ruins 
Trail 

Restriction Temporary closure within: T23N 
R49W S. 28, 33, 34. 

No alternative access required. Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable. The 
temporary access corridor would be 
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to 
naturally revegetate. 

RST 547 Donlin 
Creek-
Dome 
Creek-
Crooked 
Creek Via 
Omega 

Restriction Temporary closure within: T22N 
R48W S. 5, 7, 8, 9; T22N R49W S. 
2, 3, 11, 12; T23N R48W S. 18, 19, 
20, 28, 29, 32, 33; and T23N R49W 
S. 13, 14, 23.

Alternative access within: T23N 
R48W S. 2; and T24N R48W S. 21, 
22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 35. 

Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable. The 
temporary access corridor would be 
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to 
naturally revegetate. 

RST 548 Dome 
Creek - 
Anaconda - 
Bell Creek 
Trail 

Restriction Temporary closure within: T22N 
R48W S. 4; and T23N R48W S. 20, 
21, 22, 28, 33, 34. 

Alternative access within: T23N 
R48W S. 2; and T24N R48W S. 21, 
22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 35. 

Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable. The 
temporary access corridor would be 
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to 
naturally revegetate. 

4 All protracted land survey system references in this document are within the Seward Meridian (SM). Legal description includes only the portions of the easement 
within the COA. 
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Mine Operations (Mine Construction, Operation, Reclamation and Closure) Plan After Mine Operations Plan 

Type File # Name Type Description4 Alternative Access 

RST 549 Snow 
Gulch-
Anaconda 
Creek Trail 

Restriction Temporary closure within: T22N 
R48W S. 5,8; and T23N R48W S. 
30, 31, 32. 

No alternative access required. Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable. The 
temporary access corridor would be 
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to 
naturally revegetate. 

RST 550 Crooked 
Creek 
Cabin-
American 
Creek Trail 

Terminate Temporary closure within: T22N 
R49W S. 2; and T23N R49W S. 26, 
27, 34, 35. 

No alternative access required. No action required. 

RST 1475 Willow 
Creek-Flat 
Creek Trail 

Restriction Temporary closure within: T23N 
R48W S. 6; and T23N R49W 1, 12, 
13, 14, 23. 

Alternative access within: T24N 
R48W S. 30, 31; and T24N R49W 
S. 25, 26.

Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable. The 
temporary access corridor would be 
reclaimed if possible, or allowed to 
naturally revegetate. 

EIN 8 C 3L Terminate Closure within: T23N R49W S. 28, 
33, 34. 

No alternative access through 
private ANCSA land is required. 

Reacquire corridor to the original 
location as practicable.  

EIN 9 D1 L Terminate Closure within: T23N R48W S. 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22; and T23N R49W S. 
13, 14, 23, 24. 

No alternative access through 
private ANCSA land is required. 

Return corridor to the original 
location as practicable.  

EIN 15 D1 Terminate Closure within: T22N R49W S. 21 No alternative access through 
private ANCSA land is required. 

Reacquire corridor to the original 
location as practicable.  

EIN 10 D1 Terminate Terminate within: T22N R48W S. 4, 
5, 7, 8; T22N R49W S. 2, 3, 11, 12; 
and T23N R48W S. 33, 34. 

New easement donated within: 
T22N R49W S. 26, 27, 28. 

No action required. 

EIN 11 D1 Terminate Terminate within: T23N R48W S. 3, 
10, 15, 22. 

No alternative access through 
private ANCSA land is required. 

No action required. 

EIN 15 D1 Terminate Terminate within: T22N R49W S. 
21. 

Alternative access via the proposed 
alternative access for FAS 231. 

Reacquire corridor to the original 
location as practicable. 

EIN 21C4/2
1aC4 

Correct Correct easement to more 
accurately describe location 

No alternative access required No action required. 
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Appendix B - Alternative Access Characteristics Report
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October 17, 2016 

 

Donlin Gold, LLC 

4720 Business Park Blvd., Suite G25 

Anchorage, AK 99503 

 

Attn.:  James Fueg 

 

Re:  Route Characteristics for the Proposed Alternative Access to Public Lands 

Surrounding the Donlin Gold Core Operating Area Resulting from the Temporary 

Closure of Omnibus R/W FAS 231, RST 1475, RST 548, RST 547, and EIN 10 D1; 

 REVISION-01 

 

Introduction 

 

Donlin Gold LLC (Donlin Gold) has proposed the development of an open pit gold mine and 

related infrastructure (proposed project) and designated a Core Operating Area (COA) on the 

private lands surrounding the project site.  This COA will be required for mine operations and to 

protect the public from the potential hazards associated with mine operations.  There are 

currently 13 federally- or state-managed public access easements and/or rights-of-way (ROWs) 

that intersect the COA.  The right to public access provided by these easements conflicts with the 

imperative of excluding public access within the COA and, in many cases, the proposed land 

improvements may block or overlay the footprint of an easement.  Rowland Engineering 

Consultants (RECON LLC, or RECON) has been retained by Donlin Gold to delineate 

alternative access to the public lands surrounding the COA.  The following is RECON's 

summary of terrain and constructability characteristics for the proposed alternative access routes.  

 

The proposed alternative access was identified following an evaluation of alternatives and 

assessment of viability conducted by Steve Rowland, PE, between 2013 and 2015.  Each of the 

easements proposed for temporary closure was inspected to determine traditional use and 

purpose.  It was determined through this process that only the Omnibus R/W FAS 231 was used 

to any substantial degree, and then only for occasional winter travel or freighting.  The other 

easements appear to have had very limited use as historical local routes for transiting the area 

with mining-related equipment, lacked any evidence of use, or were located in terrain that would 

not have been utilized as a travel route for any practical purpose.  The last reason is particularly 

true of EIN 11 D1, which would not have been aligned as indicated by the mapped route, which 

cross-cuts terrain in a manner that inhibits practical travel, while ignoring the nearby proximity 

of ridgelines that could be traversed relatively easily on foot or with motorized equipment.  In 

addition, RST 1475 is also grossly misrepresented on maps and is shown to traverse terrain that 

would prohibit any type of functional trail or road development.  The observed location of this 

route is in the valley bottom along Donlin Creek, as opposed to crossing the ridges and side-

hilling the slopes to the west of the creek. 
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Figure 3:  View of Omnibus R/W FAS 231 along Crooked Creek just upstream of Eagle Creek 
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Rev # Date Revision Notes Initials 

[blank] 17 Oct 2016 Original MJR 

01 17 Oct 2016 Removed references to EIN 21, RST 76, and the port easement. MJR 
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Appendix C - Memorandum of Surface Lease and Assignment of Mining Lease
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NO T ES:
1. H istory: T he se  Ease m e nt Location Diagrams re pre se nt the  locations of R S 2477 trails, O mnibu s R oad (FAS 231), and ANCSA 17(b) 
pu blic e ase m e nts in the  Donlin Gold mine  are a cu rre ntly, the  pre -mining conditions (She e t 1 of 3), the  location and statu s of the  trails 
du ring mining ope rations (She e t 2 of 3), and the  anticipate d locations of re e stablishe d e ase m e nts afte r mining ope rations (She e t 3 of 3).
2. Land owne rship pre pare d by Donlin Gold LLC, with re cords ve rifie d by Alaska Land Statu s Inc. Cu rre nt as of Janu ary 20th, 2015. 
P rope rty line s have  not be e n fie ld ve rifie d by a re giste re d land su rve yor.
3. P re -mining conditions (She e t 1 of 3); R S 2477 R ST s and FAS 231 trails we re  downloade d from the  State  of Alaska Ge ospatial  Cle aring 
H ou se  and modifie d with State  of Alaska inform ation on pe nding spatial data change s for R ST  76 and R ST  548. Existing ANCSA 17 (b) 
e ase m e nts we re  digitize d from BLM Ease m e nt Q u ad maps. Ease m e nt line s have  not be e n fie ld ve rifie d by a re giste re d land su rve yor.
4. Mining ope rations and afte r mining ope rations conditions (She e ts 2 of 3, and 3 of 3 ) R S 2477 R ST s and FAS 231 trails we re  downloade d
from the  State  of Alaska Ge ospatial Cle aring H ou se  and modifie d with State  of Alaska inform ation on pe nding spatial data change  for 
R ST  76 and R ST  548. Existing ANCSA 17 (b) e ase m e nts we re  digitize d from BLM Ease m e nt Q u ad maps. P ropose d e ase m e nt actions 
provide d by Donlin Gold LLC. Alte rnative  rou ting de line ate d by R ECO N Engine e ring, LLC. Ease m e nt line s have  not be e n fie ld ve rifie d by 
a re giste re d land su rve yor.
5. R S 2477 and FAS 231 e ase m e nts are  100 fe e t (ft) wide . ANCSA 17(b) e ase m e nts are  50 ft wide , e xce pt EIN 15D1, 25 ft wide .
6. Su rface  wate r bodie s from the  U SGS National H ydrography Datase t  1:63,360.
7. Su rve y control points basis of coordinate s as T riangu lation Station ANANCO NDA (P ID U V 8825). Ge ographic positional data for ANACO NDA, 
shown he re on, we re  de rive d by condu cting a fu lly constraine d ne twork adju stm e nt se e ding valu e s for CO R S stations ab15, ab17, ab25, 
ac19, and be t1 NAD_83 (2011) (2010.0000) valu e s by proce ssing m u ltiple  static occu pation se ssions with NGS on-line  program 
O P U S P roje cts.
a)  ANACO NDA NAD_83 (2011) (2010.0000) ge ographic position is latitu de  62° 01’ 31.87053” longitu de  158° 05’ 42.10683” with e llipsoid 
he ight 655.151 m e te rs. 
b) ANACO NDA U T M ZO NE 4 North and NAV D88 (G12B) coordinate s are  Northing 6877353.804 me te rs, Easting 547360.465 m e te rs, 
with an O rtho H e ight of 644.224 m e te rs. 
8. Magne tic De clination e stimate d valu e  de rive d from the  National Ce nte rs for Environm e ntal Inform ation we bsite  on 08.08.16 
[13.61° E  ± 0.43°  changing by  0.33° W  pe r ye ar] (http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/ge om ag-we b/#de clination)

R S 2477 DEFINIT IO NS:
R ST  76: Flat-Ge orge town T rail
R ST  545: R e tu rn Cre e k-Crooke d Cre e k T rail
R ST  546: R e tu rn Cre e k Landing Are a-Crooke d Cre e k T rail
R ST  547: Donlin Cre e k-Dom e  Cre e k-Crooke d Cre e k 
                via O m e ga Gu lch T rail
R ST  548: Dom e  Cre e k-Anaconda-Be ll Cre e k T rail
R ST  549: Dom e  Cre e k-Be ll Cre e k R idge top T rail
R ST  550: Crooke d Cre e k Cabin-Am e rican Cre e k T rail
R ST  554: R e tu rn Cre e k-H aystack Bu tte -Flat/Crooke d Cre e k T rail
R ST  1475: W illow Cre e k-Flat Cre e k T rail

POINT ID NORTHING EASTING (N) LATITUDE (W) LONGITUDE DESCRIPTION

100 2,934,937.00     1,612,175.91     62°01'57.39596" 158°09'52.08788"
FO U ND  1975/2005 3 1/4" DIA. U .S. DEP T . O F T H E INT ER IO R  
BLM CADAST R AL SU R V EY BR ASS CAP  O N 2 1/2" DIA. IR O N 

101 2,966,615.96     1,612,257.99     62°07'09.33237" 158°09'52.05150"
FO U ND  1975/2005 3 1/4" DIA. U .S. DEP T . O F T H E INT ER IO R  
BLM CADAST R AL SU R V EY BR ASS CAP  O N 2 1/2" DIA. IR O N 

102 2,935,064.50     1,580,676.78     62°01'57.42650" 158°20'52.49369"
FO U ND  1975/2005 3 1/4" DIA. U .S. DEP T . O F T H E INT ER IO R  
BLM CADAST R AL SU R V EY BR ASS CAP  O N 2 1/2" DIA. IR O N 

103 2,913,821.80     1,612,121.82     61°58'29.47666" 158°09'52.09987"
FO U ND  2005 3 1/4" DIA. U .S. DEP T . O F T H E INT ER IO R  BLM 
CADAST R AL SU R V EY BR ASS CAP  O N 2 1/2" DIA. IR O N P O ST

U V 8825 2,932,322.23     1,624,099.81     62°01'31.88358" 158°05'42.01500"
FO U ND 1954 3 1/4" U SGS T R IANGU LAT IO N ST AT IO N BR O NZE 
DISC ANACO NDA (P ID U V 8825)

SP C 5006 AK 6 U S fe e t NAD_83(2011)(2010.0000)
SURVEY CONTROL POINT DETAILS*

*All coordinate s w e re  de riv e d pe rforming a fu lly constraine d ne tw ork by proce ssing m u ltiple  static se ssions on e ach point u sing O P U S P roje cts constraining CO R S ab15, 
ab17, ab25, ac19, and be t1.
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