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IDIT 6

e the pipeline’s permanent primitive road paralleling, crossing and/or occupying the Iditarod National
Historic Trail from Skwentna to Puntilla Lake,

e the exchange of the historic and scenic Happy River Steps of the Iditarod National Historic Trail with
a construction road,

e 12 winter routes and Shoofly Road crossings, 4.2 miles collocated and 6.5 miles proximate to the INHT,

e three gravel pits, two construction camps, six mobile sledge mounted crew camps, and

e twob5, 000 foot airstrips within the INHT corridor,

IDIT6 poIIut|on ground dlsturbance and traffic of heavy machinery during construction causmg the overall feel and '

WHEREAS, the Donlin Gold PrOJecthII result in permanent man-made features W|th|n the viewshed of

IDIT 7 the trail and within the INHT corridor, permanently changing the landform, introducing structures not currently
present, and modifying vegetation patterns, all of which interfere with the historic, cultural and scenic values of

this internationally recognized traiIJ and

IDIT 9 E setting of segments that currently retain excellent integrity of feeling, setting, location and association, and have.
, been evaluated in the INHT Comprehensive Management Plan as Class A Scenic Quality Rating Units (SQRUs).E

i These Units include: SL06, SLO8, ARO1, AR02, AR03, AR04, ARO5, and AR06. Descriptive narratives for these:

. segments includes: E

E e “views become expansive, with long vistas in all directions”, E

E e “extremely remote trail section”, :

: e “expansive and uninterrupted views occur in all directions due to lack of vegetation along the trail”, E

E o ‘“steep, jagged mountain peaks form narrow U-shaped valley”, E

E o “definite enclosure along trail sections creates tight visual corridor, :

: e “the valley opens and becomes broader, providing expansive views to the west”, E

E e “significant transition area between two physiographic provinces”, and E

E o “expansive Alaska Range falls behind, while Kuskokwim Lowlands approach ahead”, and :

: WHEREAS, the Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance believes the Donlin Gold Project will have major direct andi

E indirect impacts on the INHT and meets the impact criteria of High Intensity (Magnitude), Permanent in Duration,i

. Extended in Extent, and Unique in the Context of the resource as defined in the DEIS Section 3.0.4.1 because of!

its status as a Congressionally designated National Historic Trail, | ________________________._. :
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that|the analysis of the impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail are not
IDIT 9 adequately identified or conveyed in a complete and concise manner that allows for an understanding of the
scope and scale of the cumulative adverse impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail during construction,
operations, and reclamation phases in the DEIS,|and the Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance urges the Corps of Engineers

to:

PAA 32 "1. re-examine the DEIS and require an alternative that re-routes the pipeline to avoid impacts to the

{ __INHT and preserve its historical, cultural and scenic qualities,________________._.._._._._.
IDIT 12 2. address the scope and scale of the adverse impacts and substantial interference to the nature and

purpose of the Congressionally designated INHT under the authorities of the National Trails
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From: Bob Charles

To: Gordon, Keith POA; Campellone, Estrella F POA; Andraschko, Amanda M POA; Brewer, Jason D POA;
jeff.bruno@alaska.gov; Jen.Mark@epa.gov; david.m.seris@uscg.mil; ctc_env@yahoo.com;
chuathtradcouncil@agmail.com; napaimute@gci.net; gary.mendivil@alaska.gov; godsey.cindi@epa.gov;
fordham.tami@epa.gov; Isaacs. Jon; jennifer spegon@fws.gov; william.mckinley@alaska.gov; Reimer, Gary;
Craig, Bill; Narvaez.Madonna@epa.gov; Edmond.Lorraine@epa.gov; dmushovi@blm.gov; dballou@blm.gov;
Jack.Winters@alaska.gov; heather.scannell@alaska.gov; Steve.Nanney@dot.gov; Brelsford. Taylor;
catherine.heroy@alaska.gov; Donald.t.johnson@dot.gov; akiakepaigap@hotmail.com;
shannon.miller@alaska.gov; aniaktribe88@yahoo.com; sarah.yoder@alaska.gov; carls.angie@gmail.com;
kzamzow@csp2.org; dchambers@csp2.org; Harris-Fleagle, Donalene; Bellion, Tara; Rosenthal, Amy; Vivian
Shannon; DonlinEISAR; Doug_Limpinsel@NOAA.gov; mari_reeves@fws.gov; dangillikin@gmail.com; Bella
Elizabeth; ssweet@blm.gov; arabuck@blm.gov; abittner@blm.gov; mspencer@blm.gov;
crookedcreektraditionalcouncil@gmail.com

Cc: Richard Porter; Theo Garcia; Kevin Toothaker; Shawna Theodore; Alfred Theodore; Richard Martin; Matthew
Schmitt

Subject: RE: FYI - USACE will extend comment period on Donlin DEIS until May 31, 2016. Public Notices announcing this
expected to go out today. No further extensions expected.

Date: Tuesday, May 10, 2016 8:40:29 AM

Attachments: E@ DEIS Comments General_mts.docx

Hi,
Attached are Knik Tribe's comments on the Donlin DEIS.
Thanks,

Bob Charles

Tribal Transportation Program Manager
Knik Tribe

P.O. Box 871565

Wasilla, Alaska 99687

Direct (907) 373-3153

Cell (907) 306-2503

----- Original Message-----

From: Gordon, Keith POA [mailto:Keith.Q.Gordon@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 8:11 AM

To: Campellone, Estrella F POA <Estrella.F.Campellone@usace.army.mil>; Andraschko, Amanda M POA
<Amanda.M.Andraschko@usace.army.mil>; Brewer, Jason D POA <Jason.D.Brewer@usace.army.mil>;
jeff.bruno@alaska.gov; Jen.Mark@epa.gov; david.m.seris@uscg.mil; ctc_env@yahoo.com;
chuathtradcouncil@gmail.com; napaimute@gci.net; gary.mendivil@alaska.gov; godsey.cindi@epa.gov;
fordham.tami@epa.gov; jon.isaacs@aecom.com; jennifer_spegon@fws.gov;
william.mckinley@alaska.gov; Bob Charles <BCharles@kniktribe.org>; gary.reimer@aecom.com;
bill.m.craig@aecom.com; Narvaez.Madonna@epa.gov; Edmond.Lorraine@epa.gov; dmushovi@blm.gov;
dballou@blm.gov; Jack.Winters@alaska.gov; heather.scannell@alaska.gov; Steve.Nanney@dot.gov;
Taylor.Brelsford@aecom.com; catherine.heroy@alaska.gov; Donald.t.johnson@dot.gov;
akiakepaigap@hotmail.com; shannon.miller@alaska.gov; aniaktribe88@yahoo.com;
sarah.yoder@alaska.gov; carls.angie@gmail.com; kzamzow@csp2.org; dchambers@csp2.org;
donalene.harris-fleagle@aecom.com; Tara.Bellion@aecom.com; amy.rosenthal@aecom.com;
shannon.vivian@aecom.com; DonlinEISAR@urs.com; Doug_Limpinsel@NOAA.gov;
mari_reeves@fws.gov; dangillikin@gmail.com; elizabeth.bella@aecom.com; ssweet@blm.gov;
arabuck@blm.gov; abittner@blm.gov; mspencer@blm.gov; crookedcreektraditionalcouncil@gmail.com
Subject: RE: FYI - USACE will extend comment period on Donlin DEIS until May 31, 2016. Public Notices
announcing this expected to go out today. No further extensions expected.

Should have clarified that the timeframe for commenting on Donlin's application for 10/404 permits from
USACE also originally ended 4/30 and will also now be extended to May 31. So you have the option to
comment on the DEIS as well as Donlin's application for USACE permits through 5/31.



————— Original Message-----

From: Gordon, Keith POA

Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 7:22 AM

To: Gordon, Keith POA <Keith.Q.Gordon@usace.army.mil>; Campellone, Estrella F POA
<Estrella.F.Campellone@usace.army.mil>; Andraschko, Amanda M POA
<Amanda.M.Andraschko@usace.army.mil>; Brewer, Jason D POA <Jason.D.Brewer@usace.army.mil>;
'jeff.bruno@alaska.gov' <jeff.bruno@alaska.gov>; ‘Jen.Mark@epa.gov' <Jen.Mark@epa.gov=>;
‘david.m.seris@uscg.mil' <david.m.seris@uscg.mil>; 'ctc_env@yahoo.com' <ctc_env@yahoo.com>;
‘chuathtradcouncil@gmail.com' <chuathtradcouncil@gmail.com>; 'napaimute@gci.net’
<napaimute@gci.net>; 'gary.mendivil@alaska.gov' <gary.mendivil@alaska.gov>;
‘godsey.cindi@epa.gov' <godsey.cindi@epa.gov>; ‘fordham.tami@epa.gov' <fordham.tami@epa.gov>;
‘jon.isaacs@aecom.com’ <jon.isaacs@aecom.com>; ‘jennifer_spegon@fws.gov'
<jennifer_spegon@fws.gov>; ‘william.mckinley@alaska.gov' <william.mckinley@alaska.gov>;
'‘BCharles@kniktribe.org’ <BCharles@kniktribe.org>; 'gary.reimer@aecom.com'
<gary.reimer@aecom.com=; 'bill.m.craig@aecom.com' <bill.m.craig@aecom.com=>;
'‘Narvaez.Madonna@epa.gov' <Narvaez.Madonna@epa.gov>; 'Edmond.Lorraine@epa.gov'
<Edmond.Lorraine@epa.gov=>; 'dmushovi@blm.gov' <dmushovi@blm.gov>; 'dballou@blm.goVv'
<dballou@blm.gov>; 'Jack.Winters@alaska.gov' <Jack.Winters@alaska.gov>;
'heather.scannell@alaska.gov' <heather.scannell@alaska.gov>; 'Steve.Nanney@dot.gov'
<Steve.Nanney@dot.gov>; 'Taylor.Brelsford@aecom.com' <Taylor.Brelsford@aecom.com>;
‘catherine.heroy@alaska.gov' <catherine.heroy@alaska.gov>; 'Donald.t.johnson@dot.gov'
<Donald.t.johnson@dot.gov>; ‘akiakepaigap@hotmail.com' <akiakepaigap@hotmail.com>;
'shannon.miller@alaska.gov' <shannon.miller@alaska.gov>; ‘aniaktribe88@yahoo.com’
<aniaktribe88@yahoo.com>; 'sarah.yoder@alaska.gov' <sarah.yoder@alaska.gov=>;
‘carls.angie@gmail.com' <carls.angie@gmail.com>; 'kzamzow@csp2.org' <kzamzow@csp2.org=>;
‘dchambers@csp2.org' <dchambers@csp2.org>; ‘donalene.harris-fleagle@aecom.com' <donalene.harris-
fleagle@aecom.com>; 'Tara.Bellion@aecom.com' <Tara.Bellion@aecom.com>;
‘amy.rosenthal@aecom.com' <amy.rosenthal@aecom.com>; 'shannon.vivian@aecom.com'
<shannon.vivian@aecom.com=>; '‘DonlinEISAR@urs.com' <DonlinEISAR@urs.com>;
'‘Doug_Limpinsel@NOAA.gov' <Doug_Limpinsel@NOAA.gov>; 'mari_reeves@fws.gov'
<mari_reeves@fws.gov>; 'dangillikin@gmail.com' <dangillikin@gmail.com=>;
‘elizabeth.bella@aecom.com' <elizabeth.bella@aecom.com>; 'ssweet@blm.gov' <ssweet@blm.gov=>;
‘arabuck@blm.gov' <arabuck@blm.gov>; 'abittner@blm.gov' <abittner@blm.gov>; 'mspencer@blm.gov'
<mspencer@blm.gov>; 'crookedcreektraditionalcouncil@gmail.com’
<crookedcreektraditionalcouncil@gmail.com>

Subject: FYI - USACE will extend comment period on Donlin DEIS until May 31, 2016. Public Notices
announcing this expected to go out today. No further extensions expected.
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Commenter

Section
Number

Page

Original Language

Proposed Language or Comment

Disposition (CAs should leave blank)

Comment Addressed
Adequately for Final EIS?

Knik

3.114.23

3.11-98

Over one-quarter of the
deciduous scrub shrub
wetlands impacted by pipeline
construction are identified as
bog or fen habitats (Table
3.11-31). Pipeline construction
through certain bogs and fens
react similarly when a pipeline
installation cuts through these
wetlands during either winter
or summer construction. The
backfilled portion of the
trench becomes an open
water area. There may be no
practicable effective
mitigation measure to avoid
this conversion. Beside
avoidance through routing
other potential mitigation
measures could include
avoidance of any surface
vegetation impacts by using
either horizontal boring or
horizontal directional drilling
(HDD) techniques. However,
the abundance of bogs in
central Alaska and the typical
crossing lengths for these
areas generally prohibit using
simple HDD installations.
Effective restoration of
floating mat bog and fen areas
may not be possible beyond
compensation through
mitigation banks.

Eexample of wetlands impacts from buried pipelines. Throughout much of the pipeline
‘corridor there are visible open water-filled trenches, up to 20 feet wide in certain areas.
JAfter over thirty years it is apparent that recovery or restoration is impossible in these
\areas. Similar impacts of the Donlin natural gas pipeline on wetlands throughout the
Epipeline corridor can be expected especially in areas where there are bogs and fens.
'Compensatory mitigation for these areas should be identified in the final EIS.

' Additionally, the loss of the wetland function in site-specific locations will likely alter the
hydraulic retention time, temperature and chemical characteristics of the precipitation

' which is exported off the landscape. N

MIT 7

MIT 7

Knik

3.11.4.2.3

3.11-98

Pipeline corridor effects on
soils 8 years after summer
installation in Wisconsin
consistently showed
compaction and hydraulic
alteration with higher soil bulk
density and lower soil
moisture (Olson and Doherty
2012).

As indicated above, the Beluga to Anchorage pipeline provides a more realistic example of
pipeline impacts to soils and wetlands than impacts in Wisconsin.

Existing projects built on similar terrain in Alaska have demonstrated the outcome of
construction impacts on these unique types of wetlands. The combination of physical
barriers created by backfill, the weight of equipment and the road-surface material itself
combine to create compaction and subsidence of the existing floating-mat vegetation; this
vegetation does not appear to repair itself even after long periods of time. This is likely due
to the alteration of hydraulic retention properties which are absent after compaction and
subsidence.

DEIS Comments, General
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DEIS — Response to Agency Comments: General
April 21, 2016

Section .. Pro ; it Comment Addressed
posed Language or Comment Disposition (CAs should leave blank)
Commenter Number Page Original Language Adequately for Final EIS?
Knik 3.11.4.2.3 3.11-99 Excavation, filling, and clearing | For reasons indicated above, rather than “could alter” it is expected that wetlands capacity

of wetlands and waters for
construction of the buried
pipeline, transmission line,
construction camps, storage
yards, workspaces and access
roads could alter or remove
the wetlands capacity to
provide hydrologic,
biogeochemical, and biological
functions. Between 5 and 8
percent of pipeline study area
wetlands rated high for the
four hydrologic functions
could be altered by trenching
for pipeline wetland
installation and associated
activities (Table 3.11-32,
Appendix K, Tables K-12 and
K-13; 3PPI1 2014b).

to provide hydrologic, biogeochemical, and biological functions “would” be altered or
removed.

Evidence of this outcome is apparent when reviewing the impacts of the 1984 Beluga to
Anchorage pipeline which shares many similar design and construction features and
crosses similar wetland habitats.

DEIS Comments, General
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DEIS — Response to Agency Comments: General

April 21, 2016

Section .. Pro ; it Comment Addressed
posed Language or Comment Disposition (CAs should leave blank)
Commenter Number Page Original Language Adequately for Final EIS?
Knik 3.11.4.2.3 3.11-100 Post-construction restoration | The areas where long term effects or permanent effects would remain should be identified

of some forested and scrub
shrub wetlands may be
possible; however, long-term
effects are likely to remain.
Restoration along the pipeline
corridor in areas where
wetland hydrology is
supported by permafrost
would be difficult, especially in
slope and riverine HGM
classes. An estimated 21
percent of wetlands within the
pipeline construction right-of-
way are supported by
permafrost with about 13
percent on thaw stable
permafrost and 8 percent on
thaw unstable permafrost
(Table 3.11-33). Most
permafrost based wetlands
are located within the Tanana-
Kuskokwim Lowlands
ecoregion and support
deciduous scrubshrub
wetlands, although a high
proportion of herbaceous
wetlands are also permafrost
based (Table 3.11-33). Thaw
stable permafrost-based
wetlands occurred in flat (84
percent) and slope

(15 percent) wetlands, and
thaw unstable permafrost-
based wetlands occurred in
flat (83 percent) and slope (16
percent) wetlands (3PPl et al.
2014).

for compensatory mitigation.

DEIS Comments, General
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DEIS — Response to Agency Comments: General

During construction of the
pipeline winter access
corridors would be developed
in the Cook Inlet Basin to
transport equipment and
supplies over the 3-year
construction period. Routes
would be cleared of trees and
shrubs with no ground
disturbance. Winter access
routes would be maintained
by packing, watering, and
grading the snow and ice
surface. While portions of the
routes are collocated with
existing winter trails, some
additional vegetation clearing
would be required in areas
where no trail exists and to
widen existing trails from 10
or 15 feet to 30 feet.
Preliminary estimates of
potential wetland vegetation
clearing and wetland
distribution based on NWI and
project wetland data are listed
in Table 3.11-34, and shown in
Figure 3.11-26.

:Bend Trail; Kutna; Alexander, Bear Creek. There are significant areas of wetlands including :
ibogs and fens throughout these proposed winter access routes that would be impacted
Jlong after construction (see map below). The weight of the ice road itself, compounded by :
ithe weight of the transport vehicles could kill off vegetation underneath the ice road, :
.particularly in bogs and fens. The ice road would not melt right away in the spring and the
wvegetation underneath could die off and may not recover. What would remain in bog and
.fen areas would be a water filled trench as demonstrated by impacts still seen today from
ithe Beluga to Anchorage pipeline built in 1984. These problems are compounded by warm,:
:wet and snowless winters seen in recent years leaving areas with limited snow pack and E

rriver ice road beginning from the existing ramp at Deshka Landing, down the Susitna River, '
up the Yetna River and then up the Skwetna River be utilized. Ice modeling for the Susitna |
Watana Hydroelectric Dam study indicates sufficient ice to support a seasonally operable |
|ice road. Sufficiency could be increased by packing, watering and grading the river ice road |
surface. The map below shows a proposed ice road route for consideration as an !
|a|ternative to the overland winter access road. Additionally, this route has been used by |
IIocal peoples to transport building materials and goods for cabins, lodges and other 1
|activities in the vicinity. It is deemed the most operable and ‘budget friendly’ route for |
people to utilize when transporting materials in the area, this type of utilization of the I
sseasonal river-ice corridor is also substantially less impactful than the creation of single-usel
|over|and ice-roads and bog crossings.

1
LrF— - —e—_e—_——_——_—_—_——_ee—_ e eee— e —_ e, e e —— e, e e ——_ e, —_——— ]
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April 21, 2016
Commenter Section Page Original Language Proposed Language or Comment Disposition (CAs should leave blank) Comment Addressed
Number Adequately for Final EIS?
Knik 3.11.4.23 3.11-103 Winter Access Routes Total area, 196.3 acres are affected by proposed winter access routes: Oil Well Road; Big

DEIS Comments, General
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DEIS — Response to Agency Comments: General
April 21, 2016

Commenter
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Number

Page

Original Language

Proposed Language or Comment

Disposition (CAs should leave blank)

Comment Addressed
Adequately for Final EIS?

Knik

DEIS Comments,

3.114.23

General

3.11-106

Twenty years after installation
of a natural gas pipeline
through a boreal forest in

Wisconsin, Zimmerman et al.
(1993) found: adjacent
wetland areas were not
altered in type; sheet flow
restriction had been reversed
naturally; no non-native plants
had invaded the natural area;
75 percent of the ROW area
was wetland; and the ROW
increased overall vegetation
diversity. The pipeline may
also cause slight increases in
water temperatures where
the pipeline crosses through
wetlands near the compressor
station. Effects would be most
pronounced in small ponds
and wetlands, as excess heat
would dissipate in larger
water bodies and flowing
waters. Small ponded
wetlands over the pipeline
may freeze later and thaw
sooner than surrounding
wetlands. Potential pipeline
operations impacts on
streams may include the
potential for localized chilled
pipeline sections that could
result in the formation of ice
dams and aufeis, which are
discussed in Section 3.5,
Surface Water Quality.
Ground surface disturbances
can also create conditions that
lead to aufeis formation.
Bedding materials,
construction materials such as
liners, or the pipeline can
create a subsurface blockage
of shallow groundwater flow
causing the ground water to
seep from the ground. In most
cases adverse aufeis
conditions generated by the
pipeline would be corrected to
ensure the structural integrity

of the pipeline and would
result in little if any impact to
wetland vegetation as
discussed in Section 3.5,
Surface Water Quality.

Although Northern Wisconsin does exhibit plant communities which are representative of
the southern edge of the circumpolar boreal forest, citation of (Zimmerman et al) is not
relevant for numerous reasons; primarily the difference in seasonal temperature and
precipitation regimes, soils composition and the annual dispersion of solar insolation; .
These factors combine to create substantially different successional outcomes for existing
plant communities and therefore does not represent a reasonable comparison [between
Wisconsin and Alaskal.

As discussed above, the Beluga to Anchorage pipeline constructed over thirty years ago
provides a better example of pipeline impacts on wetlands which are unique to Alaska.

Additional concerns over alteration of the temperature and drainage regimes in site
specific locations relate to the uncertainty of climate change. Many wetlands and shallow
surface waters harbor unique aquatic and riparian habitats which exist due to very small
margins in temperature and drainage. Human alteration of these temperature or drainage
margins, combined with a changing climate make the successional outcome of these sites
highly difficult to predict and therefore highly difficult to conserve. Meaningful
compensatory mitigation is required in these situations.

Page 5



kaley.volper
Typewriter
WET 4


WET 4

DEIS — Response to Agency Comments: General
April 21, 2016

Section .. Pro ; it Comment Addressed
posed Language or Comment Disposition (CAs should leave blank)
Commenter Number Page Original Language Adequately for Final EIS?
Knik 3.11.4.2.3 3.11-110 Although in general a smaller It is highly likely that potential effects would be unrecoverable particularly in areas with

area of wetlands would be
affected by operations,
potential effects within the
permanent ROW would be
longer term. Between 2 and 3
percent of pipeline study area
wetlands rated high for each
of the four hydrologic
functions could be altered by
pipeline operations (Table
3.11-37, Appendix K, Tables K-
14 and K-15; 3PPl 2014b).
Altered hydrologic functions
could extend effects to the
streams connected to or
downstream from the
affected wetlands.
Maintenance vegetation
clearing with no ground
disturbance could reduce
wetlands capacity for
modification of water quality
and export of detritus
biogeochemical functions
especially for riverine
deciduous forested or scrub
shrub wetlands. About 2 to 3
percent of study area
wetlands rated as high
functioning for the two
biogeochemical functions may
experience a reduction in
these functions (Table 3.11-
37). The areas of potential
operational effects on
moderate and high
functioning wetlands within
each ecoregion are illustrated
in Figure 3.11-27, Figure 3.11-
28, and Figure 3.11-29.

bogs and fens, and unstable permafrost. Environmental reparations may not be possible in
these types of conditions so wetland banking and meaningful environmental offsets must
be utilized to address the loss of these unique habitats.

DEIS Comments, General
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Commenter
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Page

Original Language

Proposed Language or Comment

Disposition (CAs should leave blank)

Comment Addressed
Adequately for Final EIS?

Knik

3.114.23

3.11-115

Donlin Gold has incorporated
procedures to be
implemented during pipeline
routing, construction,
operations, and closure
designed to avoid and
minimize adverse impacts to
wetlands; and has committed
to provide compensation for
unavoidable wetland impacts.

The final EIS should identify compensatory mitigations for wetland areas with bogs and

fens.

Knik

3.11.4.2.3

3.11-116

The primary compensation for
wetland damage caused by
the pipeline construction
would be reclamation of the
ROW to reestablish wetlands
and wetland functions. Site-
specific best management
practices would be identified
and applied. Where losses
would be permanent with no
possibility for restoration,
compensatory mitigation
could be developed
collaboratively with the Corps
and other federal, state and
local agencies and
landowners. Donlin Gold’s
conceptual CMP has identified
potential compensatory
mitigation mechanisms for
unavoidable loss of wetlands
(Table 3.11-38). Mitigation is
further discussed in Chapter 5,
Impact Avoidance,
Minimization, and

Mitigation.

The final EIS should identify compensatory mitigations for wetland areas with bogs and

fens.

DEIS Comments, General
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Commenter
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Page

Original Language

Proposed Language or Comment

Disposition (CAs should leave blank)

Comment Addressed
Adequately for Final EIS?

Knik

DEIS Comments,

3.114.23

General

3.11-118

Anticipated Alternative 2
pipeline construction effects
on wetlands would be
medium in intensity with 5
percent of wetlands affected
and a potential reduction in
functional capacity for

5 to 8 percent of high
functioning wetlands for each
evaluated function within the
pipeline wetland study area
(Table 3.11-31 and Table 3.11-
32). While construction-
related effects would have a
medium intensity, operations-
related effects would
generally be low in intensity
(Table 3.11-36 and Table 3.11-
37). Many construction-
related effects on wetlands
would be short-term, because
reclamation and restoration
would begin soon after
construction. Because of the
extended recovery time for
boreal forest wetlands,
expected short-term effects
may become long-term or
permanent. While most
wetlands would be restored,
functions may be reduced for
extended periods. About 21
percent of the pipeline ROW
would cross permafrost-based
wetlands; 8 percent of which
are on unstable permafrost
soils which may be difficult to
restore as wetlands (Table
3.11-33). Most permafrost-
based wetlands would be
crossed during winter to
minimize disturbance from
trenching. The geographic
extent of wetland impacts
from the pipeline would be
regional (affecting small areas
of wetlands across multiple
watersheds).

Much of the wetland area
impacted by the pipeline

R T T [ P

In wetland areas with bogs and fens the effects will be high in intensity and long term, and

possibly unrecoverable.

Page 8
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Commenter ,33:,‘.:; Page Original Language Proposed Language or Comment Disposition (CAs should leave blank) A(f:qmu:‘t::‘yt :)‘:‘:::::T:‘:s?
Knik 3.11.4.2.4 3.11-119 Warming may also increase As indicated above, the Beluga to Anchorage pipeline provides a demonstration of a
the thawing of permafrost pipeline in wetlands causing open water areas and water filled depressions. These areas
over time. In Project areas like | demonstrate reduced hydraulic retention time, altered temperature regimes and reduced
the pipeline, increased filtration capacity.
thawing might lead to more
open water areas. Permafrost
thaw may cause ground
subsidence leading to water-
filled depressions.
Knik 3.11.4.25 3.11-119 The anticipated direct and In wetland areas with bogs and fens the effects should be high in intensity and long term,

indirect effects on wetlands
from all the components of
Alternative 2 would be
generally medium in intensity,
long-term to permanent in
duration, local to regional in
extent, and primarily common
in context with some effects
on important wetland
resources (Table 3.11-40). The
impact of the construction,
operations, closure, and
reclamation for Alternative 2
on wetlands would be
considered moderate as
defined in Section 3.11.4.

and possibly unrecoverable.

DEIS Comments, General
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April 21, 2016

Section .. Pro ; it Comment Addressed
posed Language or Comment Disposition (CAs should leave blank)
Commenter Number Page Original Language Adequately for Final EIS?
Knik 3.11.4.2.5 3.11-121 The Corps is considering There should be efforts to identify best management practices during winter construction

additional mitigation (Table
5.5-1in Section 5.5, Impact
Avoidance, Minimization, and
Mitigation) to reduce the
effects presented above.
These additional mitigation
measures include:

- Train site construction
managers to oversee work of
specialists in wetland
recognition, permit
stipulations, and BMPs;

- Use mats or other
appropriate types of ground
protection to minimize
disturbance to ground
vegetative cover during non-
winter construction;

- Salvage and replace the
native vegetation mat in
wetlands, and/or reestablish
wetland vegetation that is
typical of the general area,
where practicable;

- Mark wetland boundaries
and vegetation clearing limits
with flagging or other markers
to prevent crews from
damaging more vegetation
than needed during
construction; and

- Use large surface area/low
impact tires on or near
wetlands to help reduce
equipment impacts.

in wetland areas to preserve the vegetative cover over the pipeline trenches. A best
management practice may include frost packing the trench cover in bogs and fens, cutting
the trench cover in blocks, setting the blocks aside during construction and replacing them
over the trench fill afterwards. This should be explored further to determine an
appropriate best management practice for the Donlin Natural Gas winter pipeline
construction in wetland areas with bogs and fens.

DEIS Comments, General
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" The public comment period on the Donlin Gold project has been extended.

Use this postcard to comment.

Please send your postcard to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with postmark before the May 31, 2016 deadline.
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From: Craig. Bill

To: Bellion, Tara; Evans, Jessica
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 8:47:31 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: donlingoldeis, POA [mailto:POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2016 6:48 AM

To: Craig, Bill

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

----- Original Message-----

From: James Knowles [mailto:knowles.jamesl@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2016 12:43 AM

To: donlingoldeis, POA <POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

Hi this i1s Mr. James Knowles of Manley Hot Springs, AK.

I currently am employed, as a Caterpillar Heavy Equipment mechanic at the Fort Knox gold mine.

I am half way through my 9th year there & love the mining industry in Alaska.

I look forward to the mining operation to start as soon as possible, at the Donlin Project! Studying the
past & present info, it looks to be an awesome mine to be involved with. | plan to apply for
employment there.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Isaacs. Jon

To: DonlinEISAR

Cc: Bellion, Tara

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Kuskokwim River Watershed Council Comments For The Proposed Donlin Gold Mine
Date: Friday, May 27, 2016 9:51:46 AM

Attachments: KRWCDEISCommentsSubmitted5 26.pdf

————— Original Message-----

From: Gordon, Keith POA [mailto:Keith.Q.Gordon@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2016 5:22 PM

To: Isaacs, Jon; Bellion, Tara
Cc: Dave Cannon
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Kuskokwim River Watershed Council Comments For The Proposed Donlin Gold

Mine
Dave,
Ok. Tahnks

----- Original Message-----

From: Dave Cannon [mailto:krwcsolidwaste @kuskokwimcouncil.org]
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2016 6:15 PM

To: Gordon, Keith POA <Keith.Q.Gordon@usace.army.mil>; abittner@blm.gov

Cc: Adrian Boelens <aboelens@kuskokwimcouncil.org>; krwcsolidwaste@kuskokwimcouncil.org
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Kuskokwim River Watershed Council Comments For The Proposed Donlin Gold
Mine

Hello Keith and Alan,

Please find attached the Kuskokwim River Watershed Council’'s comments on the Donlin Gold DEIS.

We would like our comments to be entered into both public records - that is, the Corps of Engineers' as
ANIL 16 ; S
well as for BLM’s 810 Determination.

Sincerely,

Dave Cannon

krwesolidwaste@kuskokwimcouncil.org <mailto:krwcsolidwaste@kuskokwimcouncil.org>
P.O. Box 334

Aniak, AK 99557

(907) 675-4705 (C) 676-0012



May 26, 2016

Mr. Keith Gordon
Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Mr. Gordon,

The following are the Kuskokwim River Watershed Council’s comments on the Donlin Gold Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

The word ensure appears over 230 times in the draft document. Unfortunately, relatively few things on
a project such as this can be assured. Here are just several sections where the word ensure is
inappropriate: Section 3.10-58, Section 3.10-47, and Page 44 in Volume 19 of the hard copy.

To be 100% certain that those things above will or won’t happen is impossible. Specifically, things like
mitigation measures, over extended periods of time, often become lax due to time constraints or cost
overruns, or fall victim to implementation error and human error.

Consequently, the Kuskokwim River Watershed Council (KRWC) believes that the document is overly
optimistic in its overall assessment that several impacts will be inconsequential or that mitigation will
circumvent any impacts.

The strongest example of that is in the assessment of impacts to rainbow smelt. Page 143 of Section
3.13 states: To minimize potential impacts of bed scour, barge traffic would be tracked using GPS and
real-time river stage and depth monitoring systems to ensure vessel passages are conducted through the
deeper portions of the channel, especially in confined and shallow segments of the river.

The use of the word ensure is inappropriate because there are no assurances that the tugs and barges
will not deviate from the deepest sections...and the possibility exists that developing eggs would be in
close proximity to the deepest section (i.e., thalweg), and that the water depth in the deepest section
would be inadequate to protect the eggs from harmful prop turbulence.

The DEIS even states in Section 3.13 that impacts, at least in 2015, would have been unavoidable -
During the 2015 rainbow smelt spawning survey, spawning occurred as shallow as 8.7 feet along a
relatively confined channel segment. In such locations, a medium to high level of injury or mortality to
incubating eggs could have resulted from the propeller scour of passing tug traffic, depending on the
tug’s horsepower rating and engine speed. Because of the narrow width and relatively shallow depth
across this particular channel segment, it is unlikely that impacts to incubating rainbow smelt eggs
could have been avoided by altering the line of travel of barge traffic.





I he only way to ensure that smelt or their eggs would not be impacted In any way by the proposed
activity as stated in Alternative 2, would be to cease baring operations in the vicinity of Lower and Upper
Kalskag during the period when the smelt are about to spawn and for roughly twenty-one days
afterward while the eggs are developing

The concern with the smelt is that for all practical intents and purposes, it is a single population that
enters the mouth of the Kuskokwim all at the same time as opposed to a long protracted run for chums,
kings and other salmon species. They then travel in a group upstream to their relatively limited area or
areas to spawn. At this time no one knows just how many smelt return each year to spawn. If
something were to happen that would reduce the spawning and egg development success for any given
year, a significant proportion of the population could be in jeopardy.

Cumulative Effects Analysis

Social Implications

Table 4.2-2 states that since there has not been a formal proposal to develop a borough anywhere
within the Kuskokwim drainage, that such a formation would be considered an external action that does
not qualify as being reasonably foreseeable.

However, there has been significant effort by people, local governments of the middle Kuskokwim
Region and The Kuskokwim Corporation in the past four months looking into the possibility of creating a
borough. The general consensus is that the formation of a borough is inevitable if the mine were to be
built, while the formation of a borough would have major implications with how schools and local
governments are funded.

If a borough were created, then there would be the need for a continued revenue stream upon closure
of the proposed Donlin Gold mine. NovaGold, one of the partners in the Donlin Gold project shows
potential for additional prospects in the vicinity of the project as shown in the photo below.

DONLIN GOLD: EXCELLENT EXPLORATION POTENTIAL

MULTIPLE DRILL PROSPECTS AND TARGETS EXIST ALONG 8KM TREND RChaCE)

The next big gold discovery?

> Potentialto expand current open-pit
resources along strike and at depth

> Good prospects to discover meaningful
deposits outside current mine footprint

* Reserves and resources are contained
within just 3 km of an 8 km long trend

> Inferred mineral resource: 6 Moz of gold
mainly inside the reserve pit

Upside potential to project economics






Section 4-33 states that iImpacts to groundwater quality “would range from low to high intensity, be
temporary to permanent in duration, localized in extent, and affecting a common to important
resources. Overall, the additive incremental impacts to groundwater quality attributable to Alternative 2
would be minor to moderate.”

Biological Implications

If further development were to proceed, that would, at a minimum, have additive impacts on soil
disturbance, erosion, surface water and sediment quality, and groundwater quality; none of which are
currently addressed in the DEIS.

The KRWC believes that such potential for development should be considered in a cumulative effects
analysis, particularly since it would have a further reduction in the amount of water flowing in Crooked
Creek. Depending on the implications for a high K factor shown in table 3.13-30, Crooked Creek
eventually could lose 50% or more of the water that is critical for salmon and the other fish species that
inhabit it.

Bethel Port Facility

An analysis for the need for an improved or expanded port facility in Bethel seems to be lacking in the
DEIS. A poster provided by Donlin Gold on April of 2016 at a meeting in Aniak with a Calista/Lynden logo
shows the construction of approximately 600 feet of riprap with a sheet pile bulkhead dock located at
the Knik Construction. Such reinforcement of the bank will divert stream channel energy away from the
newly constructed section downstream to unprotected banks possibly causing an unknown amount of
unnatural erosion that could possibly have significant repercussions with villages like
Oscarville...especially considering cumulative effects from further upriver already reinforced sections
(i.e., the seawall protecting Bethel).

Such an impact should be addressed in the final EIS.

Sincerely,

/S/
Adrian Boelens
Executive Director

Kuskokwim River Watershed Council





kaley.volper
Rectangle

kaley.volper
Typewriter
ANIL 16


CLA 5]

FISH 8

May 26, 2016
Mr. Keith Gordon
Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Mr. Gordon,

The following are the Kuskokwim River Watershed Council’s comments on the Donlin Gold Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.

-The word ensure appears over 230 times in the draft document. Unfortunately, relatively few things on
'a project such as this can be assured. Here are just several sections where the word ensure is
iinappropriate: Section 3.10-58, Section 3.10-47, and Page 44 in Volume 19 of the hard copy.

i To be 100% certain that those things above will or won’t happen is impossible. Specifically, things like

roverruns, or fall victim to implementation error and human error.

'mitigation measures, over extended periods of time, often become lax due to time constraints or cost
'Consequently, the Kuskokwim River Watershed Council (KRWC) believes that the document is overly :
:optimistic in its overall assessment that several impacts will be inconsequential or that mitigation will !

-C|rcumvent any impacts.

The strongest example of that is in the assessment of impacts to rainbow smelt. Page 143 of Section
3.13 states: To minimize potential impacts of bed scour, barge traffic would be tracked using GPS and
real-time river stage and depth monitoring systems to ensure vessel passages are conducted through the
deeper portions of the channel, especially in confined and shallow segments of the river.

The use of the word ensure is inappropriate because there are no assurances that the tugs and barges
will not deviate from the deepest sections...and the possibility exists that developing eggs would be in
close proximity to the deepest section (i.e., thalweg), and that the water depth in the deepest section
would be inadequate to protect the eggs from harmful prop turbulence.

The DEIS even states in Section 3.13 that impacts, at least in 2015, would have been unavoidable -
During the 2015 rainbow smelt spawning survey, spawning occurred as shallow as 8.7 feet along a
relatively confined channel segment. In such locations, a medium to high level of injury or mortality to
incubating eggs could have resulted from the propeller scour of passing tug traffic, depending on the
tug’s horsepower rating and engine speed. Because of the narrow width and relatively shallow depth
across this particular channel segment, it is unlikely that impacts to incubating rainbow smelt eggs
could have been avoided by altering the line of travel of barge traffic.
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I he only way to ensure that smelt or their eggs would not be impacted in any way by the proposed
activity as stated in Alternative 2, would be to cease baring operations in the vicinity of Lower and Upper
Kalskag during the period when the smelt are about to spawn and for roughly twenty-one days
afterward while the eggs are developing

FISH 8 |The concern with the smelt is that for all practical intents and purposes, it is a single population that
enters the mouth of the Kuskokwim all at the same time as opposed to a long protracted run for chums,
kings and other salmon species. They then travel in a group upstream to their relatively limited area or
areas to spawn. At this time no one knows just how many smelt return each year to spawn. If
something were to happen that would reduce the spawning and egg development success for any given
year, a significant proportion of the population could be in jeopardy.

Cumulative Effects Analysis

Social Implications

ITabIe 4.2-2 states that since there has not been a formal proposal to develop a borough anywhere
IW|th|n the Kuskokwim drainage, that such a formation would be considered an external action that does
inot qualify as being reasonably foreseeable.

\However, there has been significant effort by people, local governments of the middle Kuskokwim
ERegion and The Kuskokwim Corporation in the past four months looking into the possibility of creating a
\borough. The general consensus is that the formation of a borough is inevitable if the mine were to be
ibuilt, while the formation of a borough would have major implications with how schools and local
Egovernments are funded.

Elf a borough were created, then there would be the need for a continued revenue stream upon closure
1of the proposed Donlin Gold mine. NovaGold, one of the partners in the Donlin Gold project shows
ipotential for additional prospects in the vicinity of the project as shown in the photo below.
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WAQ 28

TRAN 2,

Section 4-33 states that impacts to groundwater quality “would range from low to high intensity, be
temporary to permanent in duration, localized in extent, and affecting a common to important
resources. Overall, the additive incremental impacts to groundwater quality attributable to Alternative 2
would be minor to moderate.”

Biological Implications

If further development were to proceed, that would, at a minimum, have additive impacts on soil
disturbance, erosion, surface water and sediment quality, and groundwater quality; none of which are
currently addressed in the DEIS.

The KRWC believes that such potential for development should be considered in a cumulative effects
analysis, particularly since it would have a further reduction in the amount of water flowing in Crooked
Creek. Depending on the implications for a high K factor shown in table 3.13-30, Crooked Creek
eventually could lose 50% or more of the water that is critical for salmon and the other fish species that
inhabit it.

Bethel Port Facility

\DEIS. A poster provided by Donlin Gold on April of 2016 at a meeting in Aniak with a Calista/Lynden logo
Eshows the construction of approximately 600 feet of riprap with a sheet pile bulkhead dock located at

the Knik Construction. Such reinforcement of the bank will divert stream channel energy away from the

'unnatural erosion that could possibly have significant repercussions with villages like
10scarville...especially considering cumulative effects from further upriver already reinforced sections

inewly constructed section downstream to unprotected banks possibly causing an unknown amount of !
(i.e., the seawall protecting Bethel). !

:_Such an impact should be addressed in the final EIS.

Sincerely,

/S/
Adrian Boelens
Executive Director

Kuskokwim River Watershed Council
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February 28, 2017
Mr. Richard Darden
Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Hello Richard,
I’'m glad we had a chance to meet during the week of the Alaska Forum on the Environment.

Since that time there have been several occurrences in California and Alaska that have the Watershed
Council concerned about certain aspects of the proposed Donlin Gold project and whether or not they’ll
be fully addressed in the Final Environmental Impact Statement.

One concern is showing up in several locations in California because of the extensive rains they’ve
received - most notably the near miss of the infrastructure failure at the Oroville Dam. Had the water
behind the dam been a little higher, the emergency spillway would have failed causing a potentially
catastrophic disaster. The word potential does not do justice for what almost happened. The following
pictures come closer to showing what can happen when mother nature throws hydrologists and
engineers a curve ball.



No one knows at this time, at least to our knowledge, what caused the main concrete spillway to erode.
But it was the malfunction of it that led to the potential collapse of the emergency spillway, which was
never tested or used over the dam'’s fifty-year history. I’'m not a hydrologist, but | had a suspicion that if
you run large quantities of water over steep, natural ground (much of it covered only with scattered
brush and trees) that substantial erosion would occur. During the emergency spillway operation,
engineers estimated that they were within one-hour of losing the entire emergency spillway as erosion
quickly began head cutting up to within fifty feet of the concrete base as shown in the photo below.



Our main concern with the Donlin project is for a failure of the water treatment plant associated with
the pit lake once it fills with water...or its inability to keep up with an anomalous spring runoff or a series
of excessive rain events much like California has seen. Of critical import is that the water will need to be
treated for a long, long time...if not forever.

WAQ 10

The DEIS (3.5-88) states: The emergency spillway would be constructed in the west corner of the pit and
discharge to Crooked Creek (Figure 3.5-24). The spillway would be designed to convey the PMF and to
prevent fish passage from Crooked Creek into the pit lake (SRK 2012b). In the event that pumping was
interrupted, it is estimated that the length of time it would take for the pit lake to fill from the typical
annual beginning of runoff elevation (i.e. about elevation 328 feet) to the spillway crest elevation (i.e.
about elevation 359 feet) would be about 6 years, assuming average precipitation conditions (BGC
20151). Put another way, the storage volume available between an elevation of 328 feet and an elevation
of 359 feet is sufficient to contain the runoff from the PMP 24-hour precipitation, plus the runoff from
the 100-year annual wet year plus the runoff from 3 average precipitation years, assuming the pumping
operation is not restored. Because this would allow more than adequate time for the pumping system or
water treatment plant to be repaired, even allowing for a combination of extreme events, a discharge to
Crooked Creek through the emergency spillway from the mine pit lake is considered to be very unlikely.
Thus, adverse impacts to Crooked Creek are not expected since the pit lake freeboard, the pumping
system, and the advanced water treatment plant would be adequate to prevent overflow to Crooked
Creek during the expected range of conditions.
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However, Dr. Tom Myers in his Technical Memorandum Review of the Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement, contends that depending on actual conductivity rates and other
uncertainties (e.g., climate change), the pump and water treatment facility may not be able to keep up
with the inflow into the pit lake. His concern, like ours, is that treatment of the pit lake water may be
necessary for ever.

Failure of the pit lake spillway would not cause the concern for life or property like at the Oroville Dam,
and that’s not our biggest concern. Just overtopping of toxic water and it entering Crooked Creek would
wreak havoc with the biota and likely have negative implications in the Kuskokwim River...that is the
worst-case scenario that is not out of the realm of possibility.

1A similar argument for inaccurately modeling storm runoff could be made for the tailings storage facility
i- mostly while the mine is in operation; as seen from the Mount Polley and Bento Rodrigues dam
'disasters, modern day structures are known to fail in major ways.

EAs far as risks being explained in the EIS, the KRWC has a concern that worst-case scenarios are not fully E
considered in the draft document. What’s more disconcerting to us who live in the Kuskokwim is the !
1fact that Donlin Gold is not in favor of such analyses. Here is an excerpt from a scoping letter Stan Foo .
Esupplied to the Corps in March of 2013: The CEQ regulations and relevant judicial decisions require E
i consideration of reasonably foreseeable impact; however, agencies do not have to require remote and X
Ehighly speculative consequences. This distinction is reflected in CEQ guidance which no longer requires E
1evaluation of the so-called "worst case scenario” (see question 21 “Worst-Case Analysis” was :
Ewithdrawn). Some participants at the scoping meetings stated that the EIS needs to address catastrophic
'failures such as pipeline breaks or dam failures. In considering the extent to which issues such as these E
1should be addressed in the EIS, if at all, we encourage the Corps to give due consideration to those :
Eimpacts which are foreseeable and essential to the consideration of alternatives versus those which are E
\remote and highly speculative. For example, we know of no other EISs that evaluated impacts due to a ,
Etai/ings dam failure, and we think that scenario should not be evaluated in the Donlin Gold EIS. E

1As noted, we most certainly do not believe that such failures are highly speculative events as the folks
Efrom Donlin Gold assert given that water treatment may be necessary in perpetuity. It's hard to wrap
yone’s head around something that will take place forever (like the seamless operation of a piece of
Emachinery in a remote location that must be regularly serviced and maintained), especially when you
!consider that over time, mechanical equipment tends to wear and break down. One only has to watch
1the nightly news to see how often aging infrastructure causes not only environmental damage, but harm
Eto life and property.

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ko K

Now — on to the other concern that is driven by a recent incident dealing with development and concern
for a potentially negative consequence; this one in Cook Inlet less than 300-miles to the east. The
Hilcorp pipeline that has been leaking since at least February 7th has not been repaired due to difficult
winter conditions. This mishap is located in Cook Inlet which, by Kuskokwim River standards, is rather
easy to access and in close proximity to industrial emergency response equipment.

If a similar situation were to occur in the remote Kuskokwim once a pipe is in place, it would be that
much more difficult to access and effectively repair the damaged pipe. To add substantially to the
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difficulty in repairing such a failure is the fact that the inlet does not have the constant current that a
flowing river like the Kuskokwim River is subject to. Consequently, erosion would be a significant factor
to contend with.

The Kuskokwim River Watershed Council believes that the people of the region need to understand the
true tradeoffs in order to make an informed decision as to whether the concerns outweigh the benefits
for a project like this. Consequently, we believe that it’s imperative that worst-case scenarios for
failures of the pit lake water treatment plant and a subsequent overtopping of the pit lake spillway, the
tailings dam, and natural gas pipeline under the Kuskokwim River be incorporated into the Final
Environmental Impact Statement.

/S/
Dave Cannon
Solid Waste/Water Quality Coordinator

Kuskokwim River Watershed Council
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January 28, 2016

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Alaska District
CEPOA-RD-Gordon

P.O. Box 6898

JBER, AK 99506-0898

RE: Laborers’ Local 341’s favorable support for the Donlin Gold project

To whom it may concern
On behalf of Laborers’ Local 341 and its more than 2,200 members, | write in support of the Donlin Gold project.

The land and resources belong to the shareholders of The Kuskokwim Corporation (TKC) and Calista. During the Alaska
Natives Claims Settlement Act (ANCSAmaIista selected the mineral rights at Donlin Gold, and TKC selected the surface
estate so their shareholders would benefit from the development and production of the mine. This economic opportunity
for shareholders and descendants is precisely the purpose behind Congress’ grant of entitlement of these lands to Calista
and TKC.‘ Furthermore, it is TKC's and Calista’s right and duty to support development of their natural resources for the
benefit of the people of the region.

LAND 1

1 During this uncertain economic times that Alaska is facing, a project like this would provide a significant and positive ;
rimpact in the region and throughout the State. Approximately 3,000 jobs during the four years of construction would be ; .
'created and between 600-1,200 jobs for the remaining 27.5 years of the mine would be to support the project. These are -
1 direct employment numbers, many additional indirect business opportunities are anticipated in areas such as |0gIStICS,

.transportatlon training, education and healthcare. !

SER 12

Donlin Gold has conducted extensive studies to develop an environmentally and socially responsible gold mine project.
The natural gas pipeline proposal is a result of conversations with the region about reducing the amount of diesel barges
on the Kuskokwim River. The use of natural gas for power generation, instead of diesel, will also reduce air emissions.

11 hope you consider the benefits for the State and the royalties paid to statewide Alaska Native corporations with the .
:Donlm project and approve it moving forward. !

SER 20 PUB 6

Sincerely,

A.). “Joey” Merrick |
Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
Laborers’ Local 341

JOEY MERRICK LARRY MOONEY STACY ALLEN PETE DAHL SERGIO ACUNA BRANDON CALCATERRA

BUSINESS MANAGER PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT
SECRETARY-TREASURER
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From: Brandon Calcaterra

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Cc: Joey Merrick

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 4:11:39 PM
Attachments: Donlin Gold Army Enaineers EIS .pdf

Please see our attached comment regarding the Donlin Gold Project.
Thank you,

Brandon Calcaterra
Business Representative
Laborers’ Local 341
Direct: (907) 341-0306
Main: (907) 341-0341
Fax: (907) 341-0342
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LOCAL 341

2501 Commercial Drive, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone (907) 341-0341 Fax (907) 341-0342

www.local341.com

May 31, 2016

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Alaska District
CEPOA-RD-Gordon

P.O. Box 6898

JBER, AK 99506-0898

RE: Laborers’ Local 341’s favorable support for the Donlin Gold project
To whom it may concern:
On behalf of Laborers’ Local 341 and its more than 2,200 members, | write in support of the Donlin Gold project.

During this uncertain economic times that Alaska is facing, a project like this would provide a significant and positive
impact in the region and throughout the State. Approximately 3,000 high paying jobs during the four years of construction
would be created and between 600-1,200 jobs for the remaining 27.5 years of the mine would be to support the project.
These are direct employment numbers, many additional indirect business opportunities are anticipated in areas such as
logistics, transportation, training, education and healthcare.

Donlin Gold has conducted extensive studies to develop an environmentally and socially responsible gold mine project.
The proposed pipeline in Alternative 2 minimizes any impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail with no impacts to the
actual Iditarod Sled Dog race. Also, the construction would be sensitive to the timing of the Iditarod and Iron Dog races
as well as hunting season.

| hope you consider the benefits for the State and the economic impacts through lower cost energy options to the region
with the Donlin Gold project and approve it moving forward.

Sincerely,
A.l. “Joey” Merrick Il

Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
Laborers’ Local 341

JOEY MERRICK LARRY MOONEY STACY ALLEN PETE DAHL SERGIO ACUNA BRANDON CALCATERRA

BUSINESS MANAGER FRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT
SECRETARY-TREASURER

D
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May 31, 2016

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Alaska District
CEPOA-RD-Gordon

P.O. Box 6898

JBER, AK 99506-0898

RE: Laborers’ Local 341’s favorable support for the Donlin Gold project
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Laborers’ Local 341 and its more than 2,200 members, | write in support of the Donlin Gold project.

During this uncertain economic times that Alaska is facing, a project like this would provide a significant and positive
impact in the region and throughout the State. Approximately 3,000 high paying jobs during the four years of construction
would be created and between 600-1,200 jobs for the remaining 27.5 years of the mine would be to support the project.
These are direct employment numbers, many additional indirect business opportunities are anticipated in areas such as
logistics, transportation, training, education and healthcare.

Donlin Gold has conducted extensive studies to develop an environmentally and socially responsible gold mine project.

The proposed pipeline in Alternative 2 minimizes any impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail with no impacts to the : .
'actual Iditarod Sled Dog race. Also, the construction would be sensitive to the timing of the Iditarod and Iron Dog races-
1as well as hunting season. '

| hope you consider the benefits for the State and the economic impacts through lower cost energy options to the region
with the Donlin Gold project and approve it moving forward.

Sincerely,
@/ Wik =
A.l. “Joey” Merrick Il

Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
Laborers’ Local 341

JOEY MERRICK LARRY MOONEY STACY ALLEN PETE DAHL SERGIO ACUNA BRANDON CALCATERRA

BUSINESS MANAGER FRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT

SECRETARY-TREASURER
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From: Evans, Jessica

To: Volper, Kaley

Subject: FW: Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 3:44:47 PM
Attachments: Donlin Gold Army Enaineers EIS .pdf
Jessica

Jessica Evans
Environmental Scientist/Planner
D 1-907-261-6764

jessica.evans@aecom.com

AECOM

700 G Street, Suite 500, Anchorage, Alaska 99501
T 1-907-562-3366 F 1-907-562-1297
WWW.aecom.com

From: Brandon Calcaterra [mailto:bcalcaterra@local341.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 4:05 PM

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Cc: Joey Merrick

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

Please see our attached comment regarding the Donlin Gold Project.

Thank you,

Brandon Calcaterra
Business Representative
Laborers’ Local 341
Direct: (907) 341-0306
Main: (907) 341-0341
Fax: (907) 341-0342
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LOCAL 341

2501 Commercial Drive, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone (907) 341-0341 Fax (907) 341-0342

www.local341.com

May 31, 2016

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Alaska District
CEPOA-RD-Gordon

P.O. Box 6898

JBER, AK 99506-0898

RE: Laborers’ Local 341’s favorable support for the Donlin Gold project
To whom it may concern:
On behalf of Laborers’ Local 341 and its more than 2,200 members, | write in support of the Donlin Gold project.

During this uncertain economic times that Alaska is facing, a project like this would provide a significant and positive
impact in the region and throughout the State. Approximately 3,000 high paying jobs during the four years of construction
would be created and between 600-1,200 jobs for the remaining 27.5 years of the mine would be to support the project.
These are direct employment numbers, many additional indirect business opportunities are anticipated in areas such as
logistics, transportation, training, education and healthcare.

Donlin Gold has conducted extensive studies to develop an environmentally and socially responsible gold mine project.
The proposed pipeline in Alternative 2 minimizes any impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail with no impacts to the
actual Iditarod Sled Dog race. Also, the construction would be sensitive to the timing of the Iditarod and Iron Dog races
as well as hunting season.

| hope you consider the benefits for the State and the economic impacts through lower cost energy options to the region
with the Donlin Gold project and approve it moving forward.

Sincerely,
A.l. “Joey” Merrick Il

Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
Laborers’ Local 341

JOEY MERRICK LARRY MOONEY STACY ALLEN PETE DAHL SERGIO ACUNA BRANDON CALCATERRA

BUSINESS MANAGER FRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT
SECRETARY-TREASURER

D
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May 31, 2016

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Alaska District
CEPOA-RD-Gordon

P.O. Box 6898

JBER, AK 99506-0898

RE: Laborers’ Local 341’s favorable support for the Donlin Gold project
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Laborers’ Local 341 and its more than 2,200 members, | write in support of the Donlin Gold project.

During this uncertain economic times that Alaska is facing, a project like this would provide a significant and positive
impact in the region and throughout the State. Approximately 3,000 high paying jobs during the four years of construction
would be created and between 600-1,200 jobs for the remaining 27.5 years of the mine would be to support the project.
These are direct employment numbers, many additional indirect business opportunities are anticipated in areas such as
logistics, transportation, training, education and healthcare.

Donlin Gold has conducted extensive studies to develop an environmentally and socially responsible gold mine project.

The proposed pipeline in Alternative 2 minimizes any impacts to the Iditarod National Historic Trail with no impacts to the : .
'actual Iditarod Sled Dog race. Also, the construction would be sensitive to the timing of the Iditarod and Iron Dog races-
1as well as hunting season. '

| hope you consider the benefits for the State and the economic impacts through lower cost energy options to the region
with the Donlin Gold project and approve it moving forward.

Sincerely,
@/ Wik =
A.l. “Joey” Merrick Il

Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer
Laborers’ Local 341

JOEY MERRICK LARRY MOONEY STACY ALLEN PETE DAHL SERGIO ACUNA BRANDON CALCATERRA

BUSINESS MANAGER FRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT BUSINESS AGENT

SECRETARY-TREASURER

e -
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From: Bellion, Tara

To: Evans, Jessica
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Comment on Donlin Gold Proposed Pipeline Project
Date: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:54:28 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: Bryce Lake [mailto:bryce_15a@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 5:30 PM

To: donlingoldeis, POA <POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment on Donlin Gold Proposed Pipeline Project
Comment on Donlin Gold Project Proposed Pipeline

Here’s a couple of things to consider:

WILD 1 |! would like to bring up that the proposed pipeline corridor could impact local moose and wolf
interactions in a way that maybe hasn’t yet been considered, and that this could have implications for
human hunters. Here's the logic. Moose are attracted to artificial linear corridors running through a
forest, such as those built to bury a pipeline. Not too surprising really, as these corridors provide easier
walking and access to new food sources. Wolves catch on that this new landscape feature also provides
easier and faster walking, and additionally, contains more moose than the surrounding landscape
average. Contact between the two goes up, with the end result being more moose killed on a local
scale. Over time, moose might catch on and start to avoid the corridor all together, to the detriment of
those persons (or wolves) who might happen to hunt in the corridor vicinity. For the naysayers, these
exact scenarios have played out between caribou and wolves in the Alberta oil sands region. For more
information, visit Blockedhttp://sciencecases.lib.buffalo.edu/cs/files/caribou.pdf or google search “Alberta
sands linear corridor wolf caribou. In Alaska, the trans-Alaska pipeline could be promoted as evidence
that moose and wolves can co-occur around a pipeline without impacts. However, where the pipeline
runs through forest, it is also adjacent to a major highway and several communities, a much different
situation than what is proposed. Anyway, good to think things through and to know about the possibility
of something like this ahead of time. | suggest the proposed EIS should at least acknowledge this
possibility.

LAND 3 :In addition, ATV/UTV and snowmachine users will undoubtedly use the corridor (whether legally or :
1illegally if their use is not authorized). They will carve up the landscape with feeder trails that connect to |

1 the main pipeline corridor to get greater access. In summer, particularly, their trails will become quickly |

' evident. Winter trails will take longer to appear, but over time, and with enough use, they will. The '

' proposed pipeline corridor contains lowland/swampy habitat where scars can occur after just a single '

1 pass. This exact trail scar scenario has played out elsewhere in Alaska: Alaska game management units !

-11 13, 20D, and 20A, for example. Then the State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, has to

1 come in and regulate these activities, at a cost to the state. 1 feel like this could be summed up as :

1 another case of the old adage, you don’t get something for nothing. .

1

Bryce Lake
Fairbanks, Alaska
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NSB 1

Smith, Neal

From: John Lamborn <jlamborn@cruzconstruct.com>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2016 3:51 PM

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

To whom it may concern.

| support the Donlin Gold project. It has had a positive impact on the Alaska community. The project is run by
responsible people and are very cognizant of the world around them. This will be a win — win for the State of Alaska, our
kids and our grand kids and their kids too.

Sincerely,

John Lamborn
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Smith, Neal

From: C Lamborn <jklamborn@mtaonline.net>
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2016 2:53 PM

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

To whom it may concern:

| fully support this project. Donlin has proven they are community-driven and have contributed greatly to the whole of
Alaska.
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NSB 1

From: John Lamborn

To: donlingoldeis, POA
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Creekl Mine
Date: Friday, May 27, 2016 9:59:54 PM

To whom it may concern,

| support the Donlin Creek Mine. There is no reason to oppose this mine. Donlin has been a good
steward of the land and have employed local people since the inception of the project. This project
needs to go forward for the good of Alaska and the Kuskoquim valley.

Sincerely,

John Lamborn
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From: Bellion. Tara

To: Evans, Jessica
Subject: FW: Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 9:56:29 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: Dave Larimer [mailto:Dave.Larimer@smmpogo.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2016 9:29 AM

To: donlingoldeis, POA <POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

As an Economic Geologist in Alaska, | am extremely well versed in the geology and hydrothermal
system of the Donlin Deposit. However more importantly, | understand the economics of what Donlin
represents...to the State of Alaska, and to the Yukon Kuskokwim region. | would like to take this
opportunity to express my personal support for the Donlin Gold mining project and implore the US.
Corps of Engineers logically proceed without political bias in supporting this project.

With extremely lower than favorable oil prices, the State of Alaska is in financial crisis. State funding has
been slashed on all fronts, and the University of Alaska, the premier education and research facility just
had to reduce their budget below feasible operating levels. The State is in a bind and has a bleak
future...however the future of Alaska is much like its past...and that is Mining.

The approval of the Donlin project will stimulate and help create new jobs to one of the poorest regions
in Alaska. Additionally the infrastructure plans for energy and roads will greatly support local business in
the local region.

In the years that | have tracked this project | have seen nothing other than ethically responsible
development plans from Donlin Gold company. Mining can and must be conducted correctly and there is
no doubt in my mind that the current oversite is more than sufficient to advance this project ethically.

As | stated above Donlin is more than just another gold mine. It is a model of hope and increased
prosperity for the State and for all Alaskans during this period of financial instability.

DAVE LARIMER

Dave Larimer
Chief Geologist
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Sumitomo Metal Mining Pogo LLC.
Direct Phone: +1.907.895.2725
Cell:907.388.3455

Pogo Radio Channel: Exploration
eMail: Dave.Larimer@smmpogo.com



From: Erank Lawerence

To: donlingoldeis, POA
Subject: [EXTERNAL] | am opposed to the Donlin Mine
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2016 9:53:12 PM

sVE 2 |My name is Frank Lawrence. | am a resident of Bethel, Alaska. I am against the
proposed Donlin Mine. | do not believe the HUGE risk is worth the minor temporary

gain that might come to this community.
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From: Craig. Bill

To: Bellion, Tara; Evans, Jessica; Smith. Neal
Subject: FW: Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Friday, April 22, 2016 8:56:06 AM
Attachments: image001.png

----- Original Message-----

From: donlingoldeis, POA [mailto:POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2016 6:12 AM

To: Craig, Bill

Subject: FW: Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

----- Original Message-----

From: Alex Leavens [mailto:aleavens@stgincorporated.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2016 2:42 PM

To: donlingoldeis, POA <POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

To whom it may concern,

1 am writing this email in support of the Donlin Gold Mine project.IEmployment in this region of Alaska

can be hard to come by making this mine a wealth of opportunities to allow local folks to continue their
way of life within the Region and keep them from having to relocate to more populated areas seeking
employment This project can expect to provide nearly 3000 jobs in construction and other areas for
the first 4 years and continue with a solid workforce of nearly 1000 full time jobs for the lifespan of the
mine. The economic boost to the state will be felt on many levels and unmatched in the Region. Not
only will jobs be directly created by the mine itself, but the need for more power, transportation, and
communications infrastructure will create numerous additional opportunities for both local residents and
other businesses that call Alaska home.

With a background in both construction and rural utilities | have first-hand witnessed the need for these
types of responsible in Region opportunities. | have spent well over_27. years warking-alongside the - - .
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emphasize enough the need for this type of development in rural Alaska.

Donlin Gold has completed extensive studies and worked tirelessly to create methods of operation that
make it both environmentally sound , but also a solid socially responsible member of the community. |
have had the pleasure to witness first hand on my visit to the mine the steps taken to insure that each
and every action is made with forethought and precision. Ideas such as the use of natural gas instead
of diesel, constructing an active water treatment plant for discharge water, and the design of an
earthquake proof Engineered tailings dam all show Donlin Gold's commitment to the health and safety
of not only the people of the Region, but their environment as well.

Please consider these items and how this project will improve the level of being for each person living in



Alex Leavens
STG Incorporated
St Project Manager

1907) 5298200 Mobile
1907 644.4664 Main
1907) 644 4666 Fax
1907) 3484220 Direct

aleavens@stgincorporated.com
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the Region and beyond as this projects moves toward reality. The State of Alaska's future rides on this
type of responsible resource development bringing improvements on multiple levels to local communities
allowing continued success for their way of life. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any
questions or concerns.

Thanks,

Alex Leavens

This information is intended only for the use of the individual (s) or entity (ies) named above and may
contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient or have received this
information in error, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of
any action in reliance on the contents of this transmitted information is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this transmission in error, please delete it and any attachments from your system and notify
me immediately.

THIS DOCUMENT AND/OR SHIPMENT MAY CONTAIN COMMODITY ITEMS, SOFTWARE OR TECHNICAL
DATA THAT IS CONTROLLED BY U.S. EXPORT LAW, AND MAY NOT BE EXPORTED OUTSIDE THE
UNITED STATES OR TO NON U.S. PERSONS WITHOUT THE APPROPRIATE EXPORT LICENSE FROM
EITHER THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE OR DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE.

"22 CFR Part 125.4 (b) (9) applicable."
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From: donlingoldeis, POA

To: Craig. Bill
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Donnie
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 6:59:56 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: Jeff Lebegue [mailto:jeffloc@xmission.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 7:29 AM

To: donlingoldeis, POA <POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donnie

Please do not allow this mine to be built.
The preservation of the Historic Iditarod Trail is at stake

Jeff Lebegue
jeffloc@xmission.com
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From: Klaus Lerch

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 8:04:45 PM

Dear Sir

I expressing my deepest concerns about the proposed Donlin Gold mine
project.

SVE 2 This mine project leaves to much of a nature impact with a scale like

that. Mayor long term destruction of the natural habitat and unforeseen
impacts to the local inhabitants and wildlife, are only some of the sick

and never enough money making methods we see in our society. Money is a
big thriving power, and specific in this case puts no consideration for

Jthe outcome of our futyre generations, _________

DAM 8 -Talllngs are left behind in an area where earth quakes are very common. |
1 Spilling in the waterways where our precious food like salmon lives. :

.Water fowl and other animals will be contaminated in the dead and

1 poisson tailings fluids. There are there FOR EVER.
Please don't allow the farther process of ANY big scale open pit mining
like that.

Best regards

Klaus Lerch

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.
Blockedhttps://www.avast.com/antivirus
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SER 8

From: donlingoldeis, POA

To: Craig. Bill
Subject: FW: Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2016 6:50:47 AM

----- Original Message-----

From: Liebing, Mike BIS [mailto:Mike.Liebing@otis.com]
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 12:47 PM

To: donlingoldeis, POA <POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

I would like to provide my opinion as a member of the public and as a citizen of Alaska. | wish to
clearly add my voice in support of the continued responsible development of the Donlin Gold Mine.

I am a 50 + year old life-long Alaskan and have seen both good and bad development of resources
within the State. We, as a state have a long tradition of successfully developing natural resources and
that track record has led to much prosperity for the people of Alaska as well as enriching the nation by
adding to our on shore reserves and production of oil, gas and minerals vital to the security of the
nation.

I do not subscribe to the notion that all development and resource extraction is in the long term good, |
strongly support this specific project for the following reasons.

1) This project has been developed in harmony and with tremendous input from the local
population. They have taken concrete actions to ensure the support from the tribes and villages of the
region and conducted themselves with the highest respect for the traditions and cultures of their
neighbors.

2) They have consistently sough the highest and best science in developing their plans for the mine
development, always selecting the "Best" methodology which is seldom or never the cheapest.

3) The economic benefits that this mine will bring to this economically challenged area will not only
bring money into an area with few source of income, but will allow the preservation of a way of life that
in increasingly difficult to sustain. The exodus from rural to urban Alaska in search of a sustainable
economic life is one of the most serious challenges facing our native culture in Alaska

GAS 11 4) This project has the potential to also bring a much more economic energy source (natural gas) to!
1

: are that is economically crippled by the cost of energy. X

This project, if permitted to continue through to production, will be a model to which other mines will
be compared and potentially raise the standards for all other areas. The developers of this project
deserve the right to pursue this full force under the watchful eyes of regulator at both the state and
federal level. The legally established processes for this development must be allowed to continue and
not be derailed by forces outside the area being effected who consistently oppose any significant
development on ideology rather than any concrete basis is science of law.
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From: Tad Lindley

To: donlingoldeis, POA
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of Donlin Gold
Date: Wednesday, June 01, 2016 8:26:12 AM

Dear Army Corps of Engineers-

The economy in our region is underwritten largely by grants and transfer payments.
While many people are still hard working, welfare is destroying the lives of many

others. [The Donlin Gold project offers an opportunity for every person in our regions
SER 10/ Who wants to work to do so. Currently we suffer from some of the highest poverty
and suicide rates in the nation. An export industry like mining offers a way to
reverse both of these trends by putting adults back to work in an industry with rigid
drug and alcohol testing and a work schedule that allows people to still participate in
traditional subsistence activities.

I have lived in Bethel for over twenty years and intend to do so indefinitely. I am
actively involved in subsistence activities. Thank you for taking the time to read my
letter of support.

Theodore "Tad" Lindley
PO Box 1584

Bethel, AK

99559
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From: Barbara Liu

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 11:14:17 PM
Hello,

I understand today is the last day to comment on this very important issue. | understand ten
Kuskokwim village corporations upriver consented with Calista regional corporation for Donlin to explore
for subsurface minerals and potentially there is money to be had from it. As profit companies, | know
the intent is to extract mineral that will affect not just the location where it's developed to do that.
Casings will be stored underground, etc. As a landowner, Calista shareholder, and having regional

interest to keep our region wilderness and pristine.|l oppose such a project going full blown to

environmentally pollute the air, water, and land. Land is precious to us, the animals, birds, plants,
trees and insects. Clean water is important for the fish and to us especially today with drought and the

levels of acidification in the ocean. |Several years ago, | wrote to President Obama opposing off shore

arctic ocean drilling because the Inupiat people have depended on Bowhead Whales for thousands of
years. | write to you now opposing Donlin Gold mining because the Yupiit people have depended on
Kuskokwim Salmon for thousands of years. By stopping your exploration, these two waterways
sanctuaries to whales and salmon and | add sanctuary to more than whales and salmon will continue to
be wilderness, pristine, and blessing to its inhabitants in our great state. Let’s all endeavor to keep it
that way without tearing through with your ships, barges, drills, chemicals, and waste. Thank you for
your consideration to hear what | had to say today. Please take into account people’s comment on this
serious concern.

Sincerely,

Barbara Liu

Box 1724

Bethel, Alaska 99559
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From: Rebecca Logan

To: donlingoldeis, POA
Subject: [EXTERNAL] DEIS for Donlin Gold Project
Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 8:34:11 AM

To Whom It May Concern:
On behalf of 600 Alaskan companies and their 30,000 employees, | am writing to encourage you to choose
Alternative 2 from the DEIS for the Donlin Gold Project.
e The social and economic benefits of this project to the region, state, and to the nation;
0 Through ANCSA 7(i) and 7(j) revenue sharing provisions, the Donlin Gold project will provide
revenue to all Alaska Native regional and village corporations.
0 The jobs and the economic stimulus provided by Donlin Gold would help sustain communities in the

YK region and fund traditional subsistence activities.

SER 1 0 Rural Alaska is being impacted most by the reduction of state and federal dollars. Alternative 1 (the

no project alternative) will likely have a negative impact on the YK region.

e The potential for lower cost energy options to the region such as the proposed natural gas pipeline which
will have excess capacity should there be an interest in accessing natural gas to address the energy needs of
the YK region.

e Job opportunities which will likely lead to reduced out-migration, helping to maintain rural schools and
culture, including traditional ways of life.

e The Donlin Gold project could produce gold for 27.5 years, while providing well-paying jobs in a region
where few other opportunities exist.

e The State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources enforces stringent regulations overseeing mining
activities statewide that effectively protect the environment, wildlife, and human health.

* New mining operations in the area, should they come to fruition, can be of great economic benefit to
Alaska and local communities, as well as Alaska Native corporations and shareholders.

e This project will likely provide responsible economic prospects for this region and for Alaska, while
protecting the subsistence resources.

e The proposed pipeline in Alternative 2 is designed to minimize impacts on the Iditarod National Historic
Trail. There would be insignificant impacts to the trail and no impacts to the Iditarod Sled Dog race.

e Construction of the gas pipeline would be sensitive to the timing of the Iditarod and Iron Dog races as well
as hunting season.

e The EIS process gives Alaskans and other stakeholders adequate time to fully review the project documents,
and to provide input on the plans.

e The project will offer long-term opportunities for rural Alaskans to develop skills and to enable them to not
only continue living in rural Alaska, but to prosper.

e Anestimated 3,000 jobs will be created during the approximate four-year construction phase, and between
600 to 1,200 jobs for the estimated mine life of 27.5 years. These jobs will have a significant and positive

impact on the economy of the region and the state.
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e Donlin Gold’s project description demonstrates an understanding of environmental concerns, and features
vigorous environmental management principles.
e Alaska’s existing mines are operating to the highest standards and in harmony with our renewable

resources.

Thank you for your consideration -

Rebecca Logan

General Manager

Alaska Support Industry Alliance
563-2226

351-0970 cell
rlogan@alaskaalliance.com

Blockedwww.alaskaalliance.com
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From: BOB LOPETRONE

To: ElScomments@DonlinGoldEis.com
Subject: Donlin Gold
Date: Thursday, February 18, 2016 8:58:06 AM

Hello; | would like to write in favor of the Donlin Gold project. There are many reasons why we believe that this
project should be permitted.

1.The State of Alaska needs resource development to maintain a sound economy.

2. There are very few high paying jobs in interior Alaska for the people there to feed their families, which would
lead to the better well being for all in concern.

3.|With declining oil revenues on the North Slope this project will help keep some workers from having to rely on
public assistance.

_4_.',The project in the Kuskokwim rejoin (may) by giving some a way to support their needs and a sense of
: purpose and wellbeing, help with the rate of alcoholism and suicide rate in remote Alaska. This remains to be

5. Alaska is the most scrutinized place on earth for the environmental community so there will be many
assurances that state and federal agencies do their respective jobs well.

6{The natural gas line needed to power the project from Cook Inlet to said project can be done to limit destruction
of habitat along the way.

8.We believe that our natural gifts were put on this earth to be used "not" abused and development in the 2016
era can and should be done in a responsible way, the rape and pillage days of old are over.

9. There are projects in our state that have demonstrated that the Donlin project can be done with proper
safeguards to benefit all in concern.

Thank you Bob Lopetrone Anchorage Alaska
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From: Joe Lucas

To: donlingoldeis, POA
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment
Date: Friday, April 29, 2016 9:01:43 AM

Good Morning, Mr. Gordon.

| am writing to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Donlin Gold
Project. The DEIS appears thorough and informative while presenting the project in manner that is
easy to read and understand.

The Project is designed to meet or exceed the stringent requirements of relevant environmental
laws and regulations while providing social and economic benefits the region, state, and to the
nation such as the following;

SER 2 o [Through ANCSA 7(i) and 7(j) revenue sharing provisions, the Donlin Gold Project will provide
revenue to all Alaska Native regional and village corporations.

SER 5  * iThejobs and the economic stimulus provided by Donlin Gold would help sustain communities:
in the YK region and fund traditional subsistence activities. _________________________._ :
SER 1 » | The potential for lower cost energy options to the region such as the proposed natural gas

pipeline which will have excess capacity should there be an interest in accessing natural gas to
address the energy needs of the YK region.

SER 18 «:Job opportunities which will likely lead to reduced out-migration, helping to maintain rural

For these reasons, | support Alternative 2, the applicant’s proposed action.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment,
William Lucas

Apartment #6
115 E. Potter Drive
Anchorage, AK 99518
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Smith, Neal

From: S and C Lyman <weety2009@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 24, 2016 12:08 PM

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold Draft EIS comment

Dear Corp of Engineers,
My family and | would like to express our support for the Donlin Gold Project.

When | was born in 1949, and during the 1950's, and 60's my father operated the Decoursey mine located
some five miles Northwest of Donlin, the Snow Gulch placer located three miles North, and the Red Devil mine
located thirty miles East. Upon leaving the immediate area in 1965, my father moved his mining expertise a
hundred miles Northeast to White Mountain, where he died in 1974 and is buried only a few miles from the
natural gas pipeline route proposed by Donlin.

| inherited my father's love of mining and came back to Snow Gulch in 1980 to continue his placer operation to
this day. My family and | are still here after 36 years, but now it is time to retire.

| know the area, know the people, and have seen the benefits of industry. We are extremely fortunate to
have a mine-able resource in our area to allow for further industrial growth. It would be a shame not to take
advantage of this golden opportunity in an area where jobs are in such short supply.

My family and | have watched this project from it's inception. We have marveled at how thorough Donlin
Gold has been in researching what would be the best way to proceed, while taking into consideration all of the
public input, and what is best for the environment unique to our Kuskokwim region. We feel that Donlin Gold
has proven itself to be a responsible company who will be able to properly care for the environment while
running the mine.

It is our hope that the Donlin project will continue forward, knowing the guaranteed benefits to the people in
the region will be positive and far reaching.

Sincerely, Spencer, Carolyn, Aurora, and lcey Lyman
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From: Jeanine St. John

To: donlingoldeis, POA

Cc: Jeanine St. John

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments - Donlin DEIS
Date: Friday, May 27, 2016 10:17:45 AM
Attachments: Donlin - DEIS Comments.pdf

Please see attached.
Thank you,

Jeanine M. St Johum
Vice President

6400 S. Airpark Place Suite 1
Anchorage, AK 99502
(907)249-0215

Mobile (907)250-4038

Email: jjohn@lynden.com

Description Lynden-Tagline



[SLYNDEN
Lynden Incorporated

Army Corps of Engineers e &r‘:outh Airpark Place

Alaska District (So??;%??s?f —

CEPOA-RD-Gordon Fax: (907) 245-1744

P.O. Box 6898

JBER, AK 99506-0898
Via email: POA.donlingoldeis@usace.army.mil
RE: Donlin DEIS

Lynden is a multi-modal transportation and logistics company, with over 900 Alaska employees, a history of
scheduled service to Alaska starting in 1954, and extensive activity throughout the state of Alaska, including
support for all segments of the economy. Lynden has provided transportation services for the resource
industry including significant logistics support for virtually every project in Alaska. Our company benefits
both directly and indirectly from increase resource development in the form of continued jobs and
transportation services.

We are writing to express Lynden’s support of Alternative 2-Donlin Gold's proposed project.

We have been working with the Donlin team, including, TKC, Calista, and multiple contractors for many
years regarding the logistics of supporting such a large infrastructure and mining project in a very remote
location. During many discussions, we have been supportive of finding economic, safe, viable ways to help
bring the project to production.

Our experience working in the area includes over 40 years of barging operations both into Bethel, and the
various villages and locations on the Kuskokwim River from the mouth of the Kuskokwim to McGrath. We
have operated throughout Western Alaska - along all of the major river systems.

We provide multiple trips, including ocean-going tugs and barges, river tugs/barges/landing craft, and
hovercraft every year, and have done so safely and without a spill.

There has been noted concern for the excess volumes of barge traffic that may come as a result of the
construction and development of this mine. However, we want to point out that our experience
demonstrates that the actual barge traffic was significantly more from the 1970's-1990's, and that in fact, the
current volumes we are seeing are substantially diminished due to the increased technology and completion
of many of the larger airstrips in the interior along the Kuskokwim River. The volume proposed by the mine
project is well within what we consider safe for commercial operations interacting with personal use on the
Kuskokwim River.

We have moved hundreds of thousands of tons of rock/aggregate from material sites in Aniak and Kalskag
to various villages on the Kuskokwim River. Additionally, we support projects throughout Western Alaska.
As an example of our experience, this year, we are hauling 384,000 tons of aggregate in Western Alaska
(286,000 tons to Hooper Bay, 18,000 tons to Shishmaref, and up to 20,000 tons to Bethel). We study the
river and track the situation on the river daily during our operating season. This information is critical for our
crews to operate safely, and our crews take pride in being safe and efficient in all our operations.

Lynden through its subsidiary, Alaska Marine Lines, is the primary carrier in Western Alaska. Alaska Marine
Lines provides regularly scheduled seasonal service to approximately 60 individual communities, most of
which are remote and located on undeveloped waterways.





US Army Corps of Engineers, Donlin DEIS May 27, 2016

From a safety perspective, Lynden companies’ operate with a stringent Safety Management System, which
includes systems and procedures for safe operations, spill response, and annual crew training with the
latest information and refresher training. In addition to our operations and training, we belong to Alaska
Chadux for response support in the region.

An example of our experience in working through local concerns includes the operation of our hovercraft.
The vessel has been delivering mail and other cargo along the Kuskokwim since 1997. The proposed
operating plan was met some concem by the local residents, and as a result, an Environmental Assessment
was completed. The assessment included a noise study to address concerns. The result of that study by
the DOT (for the USPS) was a finding of no significant impact, and the rules for operations were established
and setin place. We have been consistently operating in concert with the other traffic on the Kuskokwim
River since our start-up.

Our crew includes local personnel, many with over 20 years of experience operating in the marine
environment.  One of the most respected captains in the region, “Took" Laraux has been working for us
since the late 90's. We strive to have the best people, with the safest operation, and top-notch gear
providing service to the local communities up and down the Kuskokwim River.

We have been involved with most of the recommendations regarding the type of tugs and barges, river
conditions, and commodities that would be needed to support such a large mine. We echo the comments
and excitement of our local employees that development of the mine in the area can be done safely,
supported efficiently, and will provide excellent job opportunities for our employees, their families and
neighbors in the area.

We are available at any time for consuitation or discussion regarding our experience and the anticipated
logistics requirements of supporting this mine. Please do not hesitate to contact the Lynden team if
additional fransportation and logistics information is required. | am best contacted via the following emai,
stauffer@lynden.com

Sincerely,

Lari Stauffer

Vice President - Marine
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From: Colleen Laraux

To: donlingoldeis, POA; kris_manke@ykhc.org; Colleen Laraux
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Donlin Gold DEIS Comment
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2016 6:18:39 PM

Mr. Keith Gordon, Project Manager

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District
P.O. Box 6898

JBER, Alaska 99506-0898

Attn: CEPOA-RD-Gordon
Dear Mr. Gordon,

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to comment on the Donlin Gold Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). As a business owner In the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Region, the mine represents an opportunity for predictability, stability and
growth.

In my present position | am in charge of approximately fifty employees at any given
time. | moved to Bethel with a plan to change the way things have been done in the
past to something that gives to the community rather than just take. By this | mean
the goal | set for myself and my core crew was to train the local work force so when
we were done here the Local Alaska Native work force would have the knowledge
and skill level to do all of the work in this region in house.

| have worked with Alaska Native people for over twenty years now and am also
married to a local Alaska Native. Itis my belief that one of the largest problems of the
region is the loss of self-worth. As a people Alaska Natives are some of the most
proud people in the world, and this is one of the many qualities that has allowed them
to survive in this region for over a thousand years. But itis also one of the reasons
for the self-destruction that is ever apparent in the region. The Government hand-
outs that started as a decent program that was set up to help those in need has
progressed, like all Government Programs do, to a level where now the Local Alaska
Native people have begun to rely on these special needs programs. Not only is this
level of spending not sustainable it is ruining a once proud people.

If Donlin Gold is implemented in the correct manner, which | believe they have shown
in the past that it will be, this could be the vehicle that helps save not only the region

but could lay the ground work for the entire state.|Providing people with quality jobs

that pay well will not only renew the Local Alaska Natives faith in themselves as a
person it will also be one of the first steps in saving the economy of this region. On
top of that the tax revenues generated will help make the State’s economy much

more stable and could very well be the path to a balanced budget.

. What's more, our area is one of the most expensive places to live because of the
exorbitant costs to heat our houses and fuel our cars and equipment. The Donlin
' Gold Mine project will bring infrastructure to the area for possible fuel transportation
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SER 18 !

+ that would save the residents precious dollars.

SER 11 | The other opportunities the project brings can make such a big difference to so many
people here and does not preclude, but enhances our subsistence way of life. With

good paying jobs, residents can purchase the tools W
and fish while sustaining a valuable part of our culture.|[l read a resolution from one of
the local tribal entities that | to this day cannot figure out what they were trying to say.

They said something along the lines that Donlin Gold would lead to more out
migration of the local employee’s. | can guarantee that this would not be the case

SER 8 . afford to live in their home village and still get to partake in all of the subsistence

Donlin Gold has taken the necessary steps to seek the thoughts and concerns of the
people who live here and has been willing to make changes to the project based on
those concerns. In addition, the company plans to use state of the art technology and
is seeking hundreds of permits to ensure the protection of our subsistence way of life.

SER 5 The project represents a win-win for our region and our people. We can reap the

benefits of good jobs, which will enhance our economy, grow our businesses and
enrich our lives] There is much at stake in your positive consideration of the Draft EIS
for our people. Your thoughtful examination is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Kris Manke
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